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WE WILL NOT HAVE THIS MAN TO REIGN OVER US
1 Samuel 8   John 19:10-22

You have to laugh at what’s written in this chapter congregation, in a way.  Israel has what we would dearly love – almost no government at all, no taxes, no national call-up to military service. Only old Samuel, helped by his two sons, visiting town now and again to judge any legal cases that might arise. Otherwise they pretty much ruled themselves, under God. And what many in New Zealand think is the very worst thing on earth – a king or a queen – they want! 

We human beings, the world over, throughout history, are so dumb. And since this story is, in a way, about politics, just as the Italians were thinking about changing their electoral system for ours, ten years or so ago, we were voting to change ours to theirs – MMP. And MMP had given the Italians more governments than years since the Second World War! So why on earth would we want to consider a system like that? 

But the problem with human nature underneath this story is much deeper than mere fickleness. The problem is, of course, as God tells Samuel, “They have not rejected you, they have rejected me.” 

God is getting on with his work in the world. He has a programme for history and he has a programme for his people. And he is a God, if I bring together Ephesians chapter one and Daniel chapter four, "who works out all things according to the purpose of his will … in heaven above and on the earth below and no man can stay his hand and say, 'What are you doing?'" And his will is good, as his law was and is good. He gave it, as Moses told the people on several occasions "that it may go well with you in the land that the Lord your God is giving you." But, as I suppose all our mothers told us more than once, we don’t know what’s good for us. And what is worse, we don’t want to know what is good for us. Above everything else, we want to run our own lives our own way. Isn’t that right? 

It is often said that the problem with Israel in this chapter was that they asked for a king 'to judge us like all the nations.' However, we can’t see it quite like that because God had said that one day he would give them a king and, in certain respects, a king is a king is a king. In some ways he would be a king like the kings of the nations round about. In Deuteronomy chapter seventeen, Moses had said to the people, "When you enter the land which the Lord your God gives you and you possess it and live in it and you say, 'I will set a king over me like all the nations who are around me,' you shall surely set a king over you whom the Lord your God chooses." The rest of the chapter goes on to spell out how that king was not, in any other way, to be like the kings of the nations round about. 

But as we read that in Deuteronomy and as we remember the promises to Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, that kings would come from them; and in Jacob’s blessings on his sons before he died, in Genesis chapter forty-nine, that, "The sceptre would never depart from Judah." So it does not appear that their request for a king, in itself, was wrong. God meant one day to give them a king. 

Why then does their request displease Samuel and God? What is their sin in this chapter that, serious though it is, nevertheless God overrules eventually, and makes even this sin to praise him? There are three.   The chapter is fairly clear, but D R Davis in his Commentary certainly sees it very clearly and I could not better his outline. So I have borrowed it. Only I think there is more to his first point than his heading, Our Passion for Substitutes, indicates. Hence, my, We don’t want to accept responsibility. But I want to talk about them as our sins, because things haven’t changed much and human nature hasn’t changed much and we still commit them today. First of all, 

1.	WE DON’T WANT TO ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY FOR OUR ACTIONS 
Samuel was old, so change was coming anyway. He had appointed his two sons to assist him, but they took bribes and perverted justice.   That Samuel did not appoint his sons as judges in the full sense of the word seems fairly clear: i) No other judges were hereditary; ii) true judges were appointed immediately by the Holy Spirit (Samuel too, with his call from God; that no word of his fell to the ground; he won a great victory at Mizpah); iii) that he judged till the end of his life while they only judged in Beersheba, ie., in the south, while he judged in the north. The people were worried about the future, and especially in case his sons considered themselves his heirs as judges. So they asked Samuel to “give us a king to judge us.” 

The idea had been mooted before. In the book of Judges, after Gideon had served so wonderfully, the people asked him to be king but Gideon refused. “I will not rule over you,” he said, “nor shall my sons rule over you. The Lord shall rule over you.” But maybe one of the elders had been reading Deuteronomy seventeen and thought, "Well, here’s the provision in the law for a king. This is the answer to the problems that we can foresee if Samuel dies and maybe his sons then continue in office." 

That could be the case because, as you will remember, four times in the latter chapters of the book of Judges, we read, “In those days there was no king in Israel” and these early chapters of first Samuel are still the times of the Judges. The whole point of the book of Judges is, in a way; Israel needs a king. So they ask for a king and God tells Samuel to go along with it and "Remember Samuel," he says, "it’s not you they’re rejecting; it’s me. Like all the deeds,” verse eight, “which they have done since the day I brought them up from Egypt even to this day, in that they have forsaken me and served other gods; so they are doing to you also." Jesus told us that "a disciple cannot be greater than his master." And, "if they hated me, they will hate you.” 

But God also told Samuel to warn them, to testify against them, “Tell them Samuel what will be the way of a king like the kings of the nations.” In a word, “They will lord it over you,” as Jesus said the apostles, and elders therefore today, are not to do. 
#	“You know your sons” he says, “he will take them for charioteers and horsemen and runners. He will build a standing army with commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties." There will be divisions and battalions; there will be thousands of them. Those kinds of numbers eat a lot of food. So "some more of your sons will be needed for logistics and supply and the armaments industry." 
#	And don’t think you’ll have the companionship of your beautiful daughters still at home either. Because a king has a court and finery and feasts therefore. He will need your daughters for perfumers and cooks and bakers. 
#	And those beautiful farms the Lord has given you? A court has courtiers and a king has favourites and some of those fields and olive groves and vineyards will go as presents for the king’s favourites. 
#	And taxes. You’ve never heard of taxes before. But your king will want his ten percent alongside the ten percent that the Lord requires? And he will tax you ten percent not only of your income but your capital as well. 
#	And in the end, not only your servants will he take. He will take you as servants and "you will cry out in that day because of your king whom you chose for yourselves; but the Lord will not answer you” (verse 18). 

You would think that would put them off, wouldn’t you, a warning like that? But no, "the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel and they said, 'No, but there shall be a king over us that we also may be like all the nations; that our king may judge us and go out before us and fight our battles" (verses 19-20). That is pretty explicit: that "our king may judge us and go out before us and fight our battles." And all of that in the face of what they had learned and done in only the previous chapter. Chapter seven, verse eight: "And the sons of Israel said to Samuel, 'Samuel, do not cease to cry to the Lord our God for us that he may save us from the hand of the Philistines.'" And verse ten; "But the Lord thundered with a great thunder on that day against the Philistines and confused them so that they were routed before Israel." And verse twelve; "Then Samuel took a stone and set it between Mizpah and Shen and named it Ebenezer (stone of help). Thus far has the Lord helped us." But now they want a king to do all that. 

But it is not just that they do not now trust in the Lord alone. They do not want to accept responsibility for their own actions. 
First of all, what Israel wanted was a king to put things right when they went wrong. What they did not want was a king to put right what was really wrong. 

It is true: the point of the book of Judges is that Israel needs a king. But they had been reading it superficially. For on two of those four occasions in which it says, “In those days there was no king in Israel,” it goes on to say “and every man did what was right in his own eyes.” And most times what is right in our own eyes is wrong. On the other two occasions when it says, “In those days there was no king in Israel,” it immediately goes on to tell of people going out to do terrible things. 

The point of the book of Judges was not that you need a king Israel; but that you need a king to keep you in the ways of the Lord. For things go wrong, Israel – other nations invade you and you need a king to fight against them – because you sin, when you don’t have a king. And chapter seven is almost a confession of their own faith that the Lord was their helper and saviour and deliverer, the one who fought against and defeated their enemies. 

But they refused to acknowledge their sin. And we haven’t changed. There is a studied avoidance of the question of sin and responsibility for our own deeds. That is so in our whole judicial system, our whole outlook and approach to crime and justice. That is the whole outlook of most psychology and counselling in the world today. Not entirely; but almost. 

The other aspect of this is: not only did they not now trust in the Lord alone; they also wanted a king with a standing army ready to deal with any threat that might arise. In the past, God had raised up judges only on an as-needed basis. Otherwise every family ruled itself under the tribal elders. 
But, to raise an army under that old system required waiting around for God to get into gear and God didn’t always jump when Israel thought he should. Furthermore, he also dealt first with their sin. “We want no more of that,” they are saying, “that’s all too slow and cumbersome and inefficient. What we want is a system in place with a fail-safe response mechanism to deal with any situation should it arise," Again avoiding the question that it arose because of their sin. 

I can’t remember his name. I didn’t take particular note of it when it was announced on the news and in the newspaper. But just recently, Lord so-and-so in England brought out a report that declared there were major shortcomings in British intelligence before going to war against Iraq. But nobody is to blame. Systems failed. 

I am not saying that systems, the way we do things, are not important. They are, but they’re not the most important. But rather than look at our hearts, rather than see that we sin and that God judges sin, we would sooner change the mechanics of the way we do things. 

This is the story of history; and life in the world today. From Genesis chapter three, man has been continually struggling against God and his rule of the world and putting the responsibility for his mishaps and his misdeeds, his sins, anywhere else but taking it upon himself. That is the undercurrent of the whole Bible. So, as one writer put it, "Samuel experiences what Moses, what the prophets and what, in the end, Jesus Christ himself experienced, 'We will not have this man to reign over us.'"  From Hertzberg quoted in Joyce Baldwin's Commentary.

The problem is not my heart. No; the problem is the way God runs the world. So they want a king with a standing army to go out and fight their battles. They don’t want this long and inefficient waiting for God’s Word anymore. God intended one day to give them a king who would keep them in his Word so that no longer would every man do what was right in his own eyes. But what God intended for good, they turned to evil. God sometimes does that. Sometimes he gives us what we want and sometimes it seems to work for a while. But I think we all know that it’s all only plasters and bandages. It keeps things turning over but we know that one day we’re going to have to do the job properly. But we avoid that because it’s painful. 

The interesting thing is, just looking ahead for a moment, that not being willing to wait for God’s prophet and God’s Word therefore, is exactly one of the sins for which Saul was finally rejected. They got a king like the nations round about, but that was not the king God wanted to give them. The king of their own choice sins just the same as the people. So that is the first thing: we do not want to take responsibility for our own actions. Secondly, 

2.	WE DO NOT WANT TO BE HOLY. 
Leviticus nineteen, verse two says, “You shall be holy because I the Lord your God am holy.” We all know that the first, the basic meaning of holiness is separation, consecration to the service of God. So one commentator translates Leviticus nineteen, verse two this way; “You shall be different because I the Lord your God am different” (Davis). God called his people out of the world to be a holy people. In Deuteronomy chapter four, Moses says, “I taught you statutes and judgments just as the Lord my God commanded me, that you should do them, for that is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of all the peoples round about who will hear of these statutes and laws. And they will say, 'Surely, Israel, this great nation is a nation wise and with great understanding.' For what great nation is there that has statutes and judgements as righteous as this law which I am setting before you today?” 

But we don’t want to be different for the Lord’s sake. We want to blend in with the world as much as we can. So instead of setting the pace for the world as we ought to do, we follow the world. When it comes to laws and statutes, much of the Church follows right along with the changes to abortion laws, to laws governing sexual relations, to laws of marriage or economics and all sorts of other things. 

There was a time in our history when the Church set the pace culturally, in the arts, in music. What happens now? 
#	We follow the world, even in worship. I don’t want to be harsh and just sling off at other Christians, but why the night-club format that some churches have? The constant jovial patter, the entertainment mode? It comes from the world. But we are to be different. Surely, at least, in worship! What does the world know about worship? 
#	Why are we Christians getting caught up with this great concern about self-esteem or self-fulfilment? After all is said and done, we are sons and daughters of the living God! Could you be more esteemed? But didn’t Jesus tell us we are not to be concerned about ourselves but rather to die to ourselves that we might bear fruit to God in the lives of others? Congregation, our values should be completely different.

“No but there will be a king over us, that we also may be like all the other nations that our king – not God, in his own way and time – that our king might go out for us and fight our battles" (verses 19-20); that he might give us success. 

We need to be careful that we don’t say what the Jews said on that terrible day two thousand years ago, “We prefer king Caesar of the world to King Jesus.” And thirdly, 

3.	WE DON’T WANT WISDOM
"Listen to them Samuel, but testify against them, warn them so they’ll know the consequences of this." And he spelled it out very clearly. They were far better off in every way under God without a king. What is more, they heard this from Samuel, none of whose words God allowed to fall to the ground, remember (chapter three). But they wouldn’t listen. 

One of the saddest things that parents have to watch sometimes, or elders have to watch, is people, after they’ve asked advice and been warned of the consequences of a certain course of action, go their own way never-the-less. The Proverbs says, “Among many counsellors is much wisdom.” But it’s no good if we won’t take it. 

Or sometimes, congregation, perhaps when your elders visit and they begin to try and give some advice, but they sense the bristles going up and it’s immediately resented. The elders don’t know everything and when they know they’re out of their depth they get help, and pay for it sometimes too. (And I’m one of them in that regard too.) But in some of the more everyday things of life, maybe some of them have learned a bit; from Christian parents, from the generations before them who taught them the truths of Scripture or Biblical attitudes to life; things they might even have learned from their own mistakes. And they could help us, especially those of them who are no longer so young, if only we were willing to hear it and consider it. 

It’s disappointing to see people at times obviously making mistakes, yet bristling the moment the elders try, however graciously, to raise the matter. Why do we resent that? We can be very stupid sometimes.  We don’t want wisdom, even as Israel did not want wisdom that day. And sometimes when we persist God gives us what we want. Psalm one hundred and sixteen says, “He gave them their request but he sent a wasting disease upon them.” 

We don’t want wisdom. We don’t want to be holy; we don’t want to be different for the Lord’s sake. We don’t want to accept responsibility for our actions. And it all boils down to what the Jews said about the Lord, “We will not have this man, God’s man, to reign over us.” 

Brothers and sisters, we are followers of the Lord Jesus Christ. We are disciples. We claim to put our faith and trust in him for all and everything and certainly for our eternal salvation. But our Saviour is a king. He actually is the king God ultimately intended to give to his people when he said those words in Deuteronomy seventeen. Now he has given him. We want him as our Saviour. Well, we can’t have him as our Saviour unless we also have him as our Lord and King. For, as Peter said, “God has made him Lord" when he raised him from the dead. And as Paul says, “He now rules all things for the sake of the Church.” 

Brothers and sisters, we have nothing outside the grace and the rule of the Lord Jesus Christ. He is our deliverer. But he is primarily our deliverer from sin. Not just the consequences of sin in eternity, but sin itself; and from committing sins now and so bringing grief on ourselves. 

And for that we need his Word as our wisdom. And for that we need to bow to his wise Word as the Law of life. We must have that man to reign over us. 			        Amen

John Rogers, Reformed Church of the North Shore, 25th July, 2004

